
 

DataCore Announces SANmotion – A Breakthrough Windows Data Migration 
Capability for VMware and Microsoft Environments 

 
SANmotion Delivers Fast, Simple and Painless Migration So That Users Can Move, Access and 

Serve "Live Data" Disks Across the SAN to Windows Systems 
 
FORT LAUDERDALE and ST. LOUIS – February 7, 2006 – DataCore Software today announced the 
general availability of powerful Windows data migration capabilities that enable users to move and 
migrate live data disks over a SAN to other Windows systems across their organization. The new 
capabilities, launched today as SANmotion, offer a simplified and centralized approach to perform 
Windows volume administration by supporting new ‘ready to use’ and pre-existing Windows formatted 
data volumes. Apart from eliminating work and saving IT administrators time, this advanced feature allows 
Windows disk data to be accessed, re-purposed or moved rapidly across the SAN or over Ethernet 
connections (over iSCSI). 
 
The SANmotion technology is now available in all new SANmelody 2.0 software releases, DataCore’s 
disk server storage virtualization and management solution. “This product empowers users to move their 
data and disks around the SAN to wherever they need them,” said George Teixeira, president and CEO, 
DataCore Software. “The analogy to this would be how VMware, through VMotion, enables the movement 
of a PC from one place to another. SANmotion delivers disk resources with live data over the SAN. This 
eliminates the burden that a Windows administrator would have of formatting and setting up disk volumes 
for each and every individual computer. Instead, one admin does it centrally saving the disruption, time 
and motion to do the same thing on each separately located desktop or server.”  
 
SANmelody already presents new virtual disk drives to users’ systems. Users would then create file 
formats on this new drive and add all of their files onto that new drive. SANmotion improves the process 
dramatically. If a user or admin wants to send an existing disk from his server or PC to another disk on 
another machine in another building, then that user could do this – provided the machines are on the 
same Ethernet or SAN. The new ‘go-to’ machine gets a ‘ready to use’ disk, with whatever files exist on 
that disk. A user could start working on that new machine just as if it was the machine they normally 
utilized. 
 
Above all, SANmotion delivers a new level of Windows disk provisioning. In the case of SANmotion, it is 
“live data” that undergoes provisioning – meaning, as opposed to offering just a new disk and more 
capacity, SANmotion provides the live data on the disk as well. Not only can an administrator create a 
bunch of disks locally on his server, he can format a file system on it and add to those whatever files or 
applications that an employee might use within that enterprise. The administrator can also map these 
volumes to the servers and to the workstations that need them, so that a virtual image of these disks can 
populate the different computers. Best of all, computers can be set up and provisioned rapidly since they 
can use the disks they receive from the central SAN. The work of the Windows administrator is done at 
one place, the disks can be served and shipped out over the SAN or Ethernet (iSCSI) and then anyone 
with access to the SAN or LAN can work on the disks that have been newly provisioned by SANmotion. 
 
“Through this product, we have a new message for our customers and partners – ‘Get Your SAN in 
Motion!’” said Ziya Aral, chairman and chief technology officer, DataCore Software. ”SANmotion migrates 
disks plus their content around the SAN to wherever it makes the most sense. Users gain tremendous 
flexibility. It sure is a lot easier to move disks and migrate data through ‘point and click’ versus running 
around the building to set up systems on each and every desktop.” 
 
Further background on the capabilities of SANmotion follows:  
 
 
Simplicity - Centralized Windows volume administration   
The key benefit of this capability is that it eliminates work. The administration and management of 
Windows volumes is now more centralized. If a user requests a Windows volume it can now be formatted 
with a file system (NTFS/FAT) on it. The administrator can also install requested files on the volume. 
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Then this volume can be presented / mapped to the application server for immediate use. No additional 
administrative actions are required on the application server.  
 
Flexibility and Consolidation – Use where needed 
Administrators now have the ability to migrate disparate Direct Attached Storage (DAS) disk hardware off 
of independent Windows Application servers and workstations to a centralized location managed by 
SANmelody Network services. SANmotion makes it easier to consolidate disk resources. These disks can 
continue to be used as is (mapped back to the owning application server) or re-purposed and re-
configured into Virtual Capacity pools of available storage that will provide more effective use of the disk 
resources and provide wider use and access to these resources.  
 
Rapid Response and Time Savings – “Ready to use” access of new or pre-existing data  
The key benefit of this capability is that it saves time. SANmelody provides the ability manage and 
immediately utilize ("as is") formatted (NTFS/FAT) Windows volumes. Being able to utilize formatted 
volumes (NTFS or FAT) allows the user the immediate use of pre-existing data that resides on the file 
system of that volume. Using SANmelody tools the volume can be easily presented / mapped to the 
application server or workstation and the data can be immediately accessed by applications requiring this 
data.  
 
Ease of Use- Windows disk data migration can be moved rapidly or re-purposed 
The key benefit of this capability is that it makes Windows disk data migration an easy task. Additionally, 
now that the disk resource has been physically moved and the user has immediate access to his data the 
process of migrating the data in real-time off of the old resources onto something newer can easily be 
accomplished. This can be achieved by using SANmelody's synchronous mirror capability, snapshot 
complete image or even host-based mirroring. Once the migration is completed, the application server 
can utilize the data on the newer disk technology. It becomes a simple administrative task to deliver the 
newer volume to the user. The old disk with the old data can be retired completely from the system or re-
purposed for less important uses, such as near-line backup, less important applications or as secondary 
disk to be used only in case of a primary disk failure.  
 
 
About DataCore Software  
DataCore Software fundamentally changes the economics of managing storage. DataCore's disk server 
software easily adds capacity expansion and centralized storage management for Windows, UNIX, Linux, 
VMware, MacOS, and NetWare systems. DataCore is privately held with corporate headquarters in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida. For more information, visit www.datacore.com.  
 
 
DataCore, the DataCore logo, SANsymphony, SANmelody, SANmaestro, SANmotion and Powered by DataCore are 
trademarks or registered trademarks of DataCore Software Corporation. Other DataCore product or service names or 
logos referenced herein are trademarks of DataCore Software Corporation. All other products, services and company 
names mentioned herein may be trademarks of their respective owners.  
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